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Soul Sovereignty:

Sword vs. Supplication
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’ Y s ire later forced to fight Sihon and Og, bug God h.ad
AR FARASEAS CHUKAS 201425 mmanded them not to provoke their Edomite cousins
euteronomy 2:4-5). )
14 Moses sent emissaries from Kadesh to the king of Edom: “So said your brother Israel: You ok 9 Py — YouL brotlflleg ll)sra:}:' It is common in
] ripture for relatives to be called brothers.
know all the hardship that has befallen us. '3 Oufforefathers descended to Egy and we dwelled 1:/\ p;sl;ew:;t T e
in Egypt many years, and the Egyptians did evil to us and to our forefathers.‘Ne cried out to yptian experience to make the point that the inheritance

. HasHEM and He heard our voice; He sent an emissary and took us out of Egypt. Now behold!

i : t l(brﬁham
we are in Kadesh, a city at the edge of your border. 17 Let us pass through your land; we shall of the i.tan;ihya:f;or:it:’nggvevr;tu &nsﬂ;:er;ﬁl:e:gd ;ersecution 5
not pass through field or vineyard, and we shall not drink well water; on the king's road shall / :;a: ::ere: ul:te topgaining e Pl b o il ot fiedias,
we travel — we shall not veer right or left — until we pass through your border.” . When Jacob's family went to Egypt, Esau’s was secure in its -
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e Kir 19 O, om sal o hum, ¢ ou s a" not pass t} U Oug)l me — lest I come aga" 15t you 5 own ancestral home of Edom/Seir thus ced]ng their rlght to
Eretz Yisrael to the Children of ( )' ore,

wlth t‘ 1e SWor d. T Y Israel (Rashi Theref

i of fairness, but was soon
19 The Children of Israel said to him, “We shallgo up on the highway, and if we drink your water Moses appealed to Edom’s sense of Ja|[nes 7

— I or my flock — I shall pay their price. Only nothing will happen; let me pass through on foot. & to learn that such a sense was stunted at best,
20 He said, “You shall not pass through!” Then Edom went out against him with a massive 16. 1p vawn — And He heard our voice, i.e., the “voice”
throng and a strong hand. 2' So Edom refused to permit Israel to pass through his border, and with which Isaac blessed Jacob when he said, “the voice is

5 the voice of Jacob” (Genesis 27:22), meaning that God
Israel turned away from near him. would respond to Jewish voices when they are raised in
\3 r{ ~~ sincere prayer (Rashi). That God had heard their prayers and

— I\ MU nk - o e el e — o redeemed them from Egypt was proof that He wanted them

; i 5 r to enter the Land, and Edom should not bar them (Gur
16. 15p ynwm — And He heard our voice. Israel is confident that Hashem will Aryeh). It was also a subtle hint that, as the Sages expound

always hear its voice. In comparing itself to Edom, Israel is characterized by the (Bereishis Rabbah 65:20), the voice of Jacob and the sword
power of its voice whereas Edom is characterized by the strength of the sword. of Esau (Genesis 27:40) are never in equilibrium; when one
As Rashi explajns [quoting Midrash Tanchuma to Sidrah Beshalach], Hashem C)E ascendant the other is in decline. Since God had chosen to

d ice because of the blessing which our forefather Isaac gave us, the- hear the prayers of Israel, Edom should sheathe its sword,

€ALC UL VOICE 6! 8 - - because it would not prevail (Divrei David).
voice is the voice of Jacob (Genesis 27:22). Rashi (to v. 18) continues that E(io;m r A % o » " 5 »
takes pride in the power o.f its' sword, the: power which Isaac bgqueathed to éh;rm ?ﬁé bword f; :;r,lg ; Szﬁ;i.c 3 oal :oer::::irsy :r:gsel, oz:sc'au:euiﬁe
and by the sword you will live (Genesis 27:40). So it was with the sword that prophets are referred to as angels (Rashi). According to bn
Edom threatened Israel (v. 18). Ezra, Moses meant literally that an angel had accompanied
the Jews from Egypt.

17. In the .plain sense of the verse, Moses assured the

Edomite monarch that the Jews would not damage his

B e n W f property or deplete his water supply (/bn Ezra). Rashi,

however, cites Tanchuma that the Torah teaches us a lesson

* in courtesy. When someone is a guest in a hotel, he should

»e NN ﬂpn wan o) buy food from his host to assist him in earning his liveli-

hood. Here, too, Moses said that even though the Jews had

their own water supply from their miraculous well — which

oo ) is why the Torah uses the singular — they would purchase
NLND 1 DY D1 \"’5 £p 9 5 qbpE HIEHd 1HoN water from the Edomites, instead of using their own.

ADEYH B pOb 175 U\ 18. 3913 — The sword. Pointedly, the king responded to

Moses’ statement about Israel’s voice of prayer [see notes to

. v. 14]. The king suggested that he was quite content to hold
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5apn 'l X791 y'bwn nrab Te¥va 1Inn dinal] sins that were rampant then: idolatry, sexual immoral-

ity, and murder. . . . But in the time of the Second Temple [the

Jews] kept busy studying Torah, and petforming mitzvos, and

doing acts of kindness; for what then was it destroyed? Because

of their unwarranted hatred of each other. .

~ From this one may learn that unwarranted hatred is as

great a sin as idolatry, immorality, and murder all together. —
(Yoma 9b)
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20.1 THE FINAL TEST

Jewish history, we have said, is the story of how Av-

raham’s descendants have faced trial after trial to overcome

\‘S/every aspect of evil, thereby paving the way for the coming
of the Mashiach:

Thus Nevuchadnezzar and the Babylonian Empire at-
tempted to force their idolatry upon the Jewish people, but
the Jews resisted and remained faithful to their God. The
Persian Empire tempted them with sensual pleasures, but
the Jews met the test, and commemorate their victory on
Purim. Greece sought to seduce the Jews into cultural as-

i
" The commentaries explain that non-kosher animals are
forbidden as food because eating them subtly influences man
towards the undesired characteristics of a beast of prey: dis-
content with one’s lot and the resultant exploitation of other
creatures. Nothing is more antithetical to spiritual health
than these character traits. The last of the Ten Command-
ments is Tmnn 89 — “You shall not covet,” and it is the
o foundation for them all. Dissatisfaction with one’s lot stems
from a lack of true faith in God’s providence.

Nearly all non-kosher animals lack both of these signs. The
Torah details just four animals that have one sign but lack the
other: the camel, the rabbit, the hare and the pig. The first three)
chew their cud but do not have cloven hooves. The last, the gg>
has cloven hooves but does not chew its cud. !

similation; that the Jews successfully met the challenge is
gelebrated by Chanukkah. Each era presented its own test,

each of which was successfully overcome.

The Roman period was the culmination of this process.
The long and weary road had been travelled successfully,
and there only remained one ultimate evil to be overcome.

Not the urge to idolatry, not the temptations of the flesh: the
-~ challenge of this era was to face the deepest-rooted evil of
them all, man’s collective selfishness.” Man’s instinctive drive
to believe in his own power, his fantasy that human accom-

plishment is the result of man’s own efforts, had to be over-2
powered. At last the Jewish people must efface itself completely

and finally before God, trusting His providence absolutely. -~
The challenge was not met. Instead of rejecting collective
selfishness utterly, the Jewish nation allowed itself to be in-
fected with this peculiarly Roman disease, and became caught
,\ﬁ up in worship of the self and, its corollary, the search for domin-
/"~ ionand power over other men. Inevitably the selfishness created
a society of mutual competition which penetrated to the in-
dividual level. The ambitions of each individual for mastery and

© control over others caused him to see the other’s existence asa _
threat to the fulfillment of his own goals. These ambitions caused
Jews to begin to hate one another, with an unwarranted hatred
which had no cause except resentment of the other’s very exis-
tence. When this hatred had become so firmly implanted in
them that there was no hope of overcoming the evil of selfish-
ness, God took back his gifts of the Holy Temple and the Land

of Israel. The long exile had begun. e

% 20.2 CLAWS AND HOOVES

Said Rabbi Yochanan: Better the claws of earlier
generations than the bowels of our own genera-
tions. [And if you would say that we are better
than they, consider that] the Temple was rebuilt
for them, and has not been rebuilt for us.’

(‘A kosher animal has two signs of its kashrus: it chews its
qud and its hooves are cloven. These two signs have a com-
mon element: they are a clear indication that this is not a
beast of prey, and that it is content with its lot. A hunting
animal does not chew its cud, since it eats no vegetable mat-
ter, and meat is digestible without rumination. Once the prey
is digested, the predator seeks new food, ever discontent and D)

Z{avenous, whereas a ruminant is content with whatever is al-
ready in its stomach and makes it do double service. A hunt-
ing animal possesses claws with which to tear its victims

,}), apart; a kosher animal is satisfied with the food its Creator _
brings forth for it from the ground. Having no victims, it
needs only its hooves.

! These four are singled out by the Torah not only because
of their impurity for the Jewish table but because they also
epresent four forms of spiritual impurity. The first three
animals have the internal sign of kashrus (chewing the cud)
but not the external one. Thus they represent the various
manifestations of a frustrated spiritual nature, when one’s
~J,inner essence is amenable to holiness, but is prevented from
realizing itself by one’s inappropriate external behavior. If
one’s behavior is exploitative of others (like that of a preda-

tor), then one’s “hooves” — his outer nature — have become
e “claws,” even though one’s inner nature remains potentially
“ruminant,” i.e., satisfied with its lot. .
) The fourth animal, the pig, has the external sign of kash-
rus but not the internal one. Thus it represents a worse form
.of impurity: a person whose outer behavior is expressive of
) holiness, but who inwardl denies_ of God.
( This person has “cloven hooves” instead of claws, but his
inner nature is that of a beast of prey; claws would suit him
better.

The four forms of spiritual impurity which these animals
represent, say the Sages, represent as well the four great
kingdoms that in the course of history subjugated the Jewish
people: Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. The first three,
respectively, are represented by the camel, the rabbit and the
hare; the fourth, Rome, by the pig.*

Like the non-kosher animals mentioned in the Torah, the
first three kingdoms demonstrated the behavior of a beast of

,.Pprey, seeking wealth and self-agerandizement at the expernse
of others. But within their hearts they believed in God and His -
} providence. The Roman Empire, however, displayed all the )

external signs of commitment to spirituality: on the surface it {
([ was civilized, looked after human welfare, and preached justice
Z and human rights; but inwardly it believed in nothing but
self-worship.® 1o T o

i [ T

[Rabbi Yochanan explains why the earlier generations of the
Jewish people, who wallowed in the three cardinal sins of
idolatry, sexual immorality, and murder, were preferable to
the later generations, who appeared to be pious, diligently
studying the Torah, and obeying its commands. The earlier
generations, says Rabbi Yochanan, suffered from serious evil

S in their external behavior, but in their hearts they acknowl-
edged God’s kingship. It was simply that they could not
govern their lusts. Later generations (specifically those of the

~Roman period) led a satisfactory external life; but their societyg

was filled with clandestine hatred and jealousy, because their
hearts were rotten with selfishness and the resultant denial
of God’s dominion in human life. They did not really trust
that He would provide them with their needs, and imagined
that man alone was in charge of his fate. Worst of all, they
believed that any other human being was a potential threat
to their own success, and thus made him the object of their
hatred.
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~Jman's rejection of his self-worship.

The struggle has gone on steadily for the last nineteen
hundred years, as the Roman heritage of the Western world ..NM” 0TI
continues to dominate Jewish life in one form or another. It
is carried out under the most difficult conditions which have
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reason for all these difficulties, for on this struggle hangs the
fate of the world. When this last evil has been eradicated,
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R’ Yitzchak Hutner uses this principle to explain another point
(Pachad Yitzchak, Purim 2:3): The last of the Four Exiles, the exile within
which we find ourselves, is called Galus Edom, or Galus Romi. That,
Rav Hutner notes, seems puzzling, because we are not under the ty-
rannical authority of Rome, nor have we been for centuries! This is in
marked contrast to the first three exiles, when we were successively
under Babylonian domination, Persian domination, and Greek domi-
nation, Since the Destruction of the Second Temple, we have been
dominated by numerous countries in numerous places. We are as a
lamb among seventy wolves; all the nations subjugate us and scheme
to harm us. Why then Galus Fdom? Rav Hutner answers, as per our
Midrash, that since Edom sends -its venomous anti-Semitism to the
ends of the earth and thus poisons the attitudes of all nations against

Israel, this exile is an Edomite exile. 4=

_ . e
Rav Hutner notes further that this is not a happenstance but rather
a defining feature of Edom. Ramban to 14:1 above cites the Sages in
regard to the symbolic significance of the four kings who warred with
Abraham. These four kings correspond to the four exiles (Bereishis
-Rabbah 42 §2, 4). The fourth king mentioned is Tidal, king of oy, “na

ruled over a city whose citizens came from multiple nations. The exile
paralleling Tidal is Edom. Edom’s oppression of the Jews did not end at
_its borders; Edom’s hate burst forth from its boundaries and seized the
hearts and minds of nations far and wide. This was Edom'’s sovereignty
over other nations throughout most of history; a sovereignty of hate,
not of temporal power. Edom is all about its lies and libels, leading in-
exorably to international anti-Semitism and spilling of Jewish blood.

tions.” His dominion was called o because, unlike the other kings, he}
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EVERY PRAYER IS ANSWERED

There is a great principle here, which we need to under-
stand. It often happens that a person is beleaguered by a prob-
lem, such as a family member who fell very sick. He prays

extensively over it, and enlists the community in this also. All
proceed to beseech Hashem with tefillos, tachanunim and
chapters of Tehillim. Unfortunately, sometimes the sick per-
gon passes away in spite of it all. It looks to the observer as if
all the tefillos and tachanunim and hours of avodah devoted to

~ this matter went to naught, that everyone exerted themselves
to no avail.

This thought is ruinous and an enormous mistake. This is

_ for two reasons. First, the very act of pleading to Hashem is ac-
- tually a goal on its own. If so, the pleas and prayers that every-
one poured out were beloved and desired and very purpose-
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ful. Second, it is a rule without exception that every prayer is
answered by Heaven. However, Hashem takes many consider-
ations into account and we don’t always understand the way
each prayer is answered.

It is written:

For just as the rain and snow descend from heaven
and do not return there, but rather they irrigate

; g M
the earth and make it germinate and sprout..”

This is true in the opposite direction as well. Every drop
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of “water” that ascends from below to above — each tear and
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plea to Heaven, every one of our words and feelings — will not
return here, but rather “waters” Heaven, so to speak. In other
words, our prayers will produce berachos and sprout yeshuos.

< The Dubner Maggid has a wonderful explanation of this
point, based on the verse:
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Shall I hide from Avraham what I am about to do? 3

Avraham will, after all, become a great nation.*
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, supplication, from a few years ago. They were not answered at
the time — but now they come alive, and save. -

34 > =

As the Dubner Maggid explains, Hashem was saying as
follows: I must tell Avraham what will happen to Sedom and ;
Amorabh, for the reason that he is destined to become a great ¥ If only we would understand how important it is to offer
e many prayers, so that the storehouse will always be full for 2

S — —_— time of need!
What's the connection between the two? e

The Dubner Maggid answers with an allegory: Two men S L ey Be> 1 o el B o —aud
walk into a clothing store. The first is elderly, and the second,
not yet middle—age%i. The old man carefully checks the size of mhhphialy npn 20 3(9 D
each article of clothing, while the young man buys garment
after garment without much care about the size. The old man — ol B
says to the young man, “How can you buy clothes without 29M3 18 %2 M3YN N7
making sure they fit?” ™ 3) TANTPT7 N3N
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¥The young man answers, ‘I am a family man with a lot of
children at home. Each piece of clothing I take, even if it won't
be good for this child, will be good for a different one. Andifit
won't be good today, it will be good tomorrow.’

In this vein, Hashem said: Shall I hide it from Avraham
and not tell him what I am about to do to Sedom? I need to tell
Avraham so he will pour out prayers to save Sedom. Indeed,
I know in advance that I will not accept his prayers, and will
destroy Sedom. However, “Avraham will, after all, become a

/ great nation” Since he will be a great nation, all the prayers
that today seemed as if unanswered will tomorrow bring a
shefa of blessing to Avraham’s future offspring.
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“ These prayers were not in vain, but benefited Avraham for
all generations,
—_——

:55 So it is with every prayer we offer, such as for a sick person
or for parnassah. Even if chas v'shalom it seems as if the prayer
was not answered, this is not really true at all. First of all, the
sick person himself — even if he did not recover — will still

benefit tremendously from every tefillah and techinah and pa- /;J 2 3,7
o suk of Tehillim that was prayed for him. It will help him along Uf MY e Sl
thelong, hard journey on which he is embarking, because all 17 RPY BR AN Yhon By mowpn i ub nrran GwR wm

his friends’ prayers accompany him on his way. And it will help ':’1;3”’ :: '_(l:::‘“"::;:“u?:;; 11'1::; 1:::; :‘lf:; Y:'h,:V?: :l::;P ymwnd
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port them and lead them on the right way. 07210 D MR NI IR RW oD vapn? Yhonm pyi mnwaw
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Also those who prayed for him will draw sustenance from
these tefillos, for Chazal say:

Anyone who prays for his fellow, and is in need of

the same thing, is answered first.*! 770 9K TKW0 %33 pYET TR WTM IBKIP 3pY phn®y BmaN
) A aw Xnbonn pwb
And it is written: AMNT RS AR2 K 0 XN wheb R uymwh WX U
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You Yourself have counted my wanderings; put my MINKR DWHN SR 32 M DOXTY D¥3 %D KT YW msmm Tnn

tears into Your flask — are they not [recorded] in AT5Yan B neRxyy Yan AT — X0 “PIRe nbn DR Dmax
Your ledger?™ 3 g

Every tear is counted by Hashem and stored away. He saves e e BemNes Ny S p

it for a time of need. .
b3 by oovadn XA Tb? W2 “DMAx NIPIR Wwen. BIMKa

. It sometimes happens that a person, we'll call him Reuven, bRyw> S5an man YD PAya A e Yem ub ooban Labona o
has a beloved relative who was injured in an accident. The rel- 0% 78 Son oUppMm LM IXBA T AT 798 nya o 19hena i
" ative’s life is in danger, but Reuven didn’t yet hear about it. If he AR WPEA? N7 YD PR ST g nemm AT XA a0
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the heavenly flask of tears He takes out one prayer and one

with his heartfelt prayer. But since Reuven doesn’t know, he
_doesn’t pray. Oy! How desperately needed are Reuven’s outcries
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In a more general sense, nipul is the secret of humility: a
person throws himself down in submission to Hashem. This

is a prerequisite and absolute requirement for tefillah, as it is
mediy
written:

HumivLiTy Is PART OF PRAYER ITSELE

All haughtiness of heart is detested by Hashem."

The Targum on this verse translates ‘detested by” as “dis-
tanced by” A person with a haughty heart is distant from
{Hashem, and there is nothing more opposite to tgﬁllah than

this. The foundation of tefillah is closeness to Hashem and at-
tachment to Him.

Furthermore, humbleness is the essential nature of tefil-
lah: a person lowers himself, knowing truly that all his affairs
and needs depend on Hashem. His whole being depends on
Hashem’s will. In this understanding, he praises and lauds
Hashem’s unbounded greatness, and realizes his smallness and

ol insignificance as compared to G-d. Thus, teﬁl‘lah in its proper
form is only when it is clothed in anavah — when it wears the
garment of humility.

However, since Chazal stated that nipul is one of the terms
of tefillah, we see that humility is not just a condition on which
tefillah stands. It is a form of tefillah on its own. It’itself gener-
ates a feeling of pleading and supplicating. It is like a broken,

downtrodden pauper, bleeding and in rags, standing before a -

very merciful philanthropist. Even without stretching out his
hand or asking for anything, his very standing there screams
out a passionate plea for mercy. If the philanthropist has a heart
at all, he surely will show him compassion and fill his lack.

4\ This illustrates a person standing before Hashem, for He
sees into the heart.

When a person approaches Hashem — brokenheartedly
throwing himself down before Him in genuine understanding
that he has nothing on his own, knowing he\has no place from\
which to “take” things and no way to get them other than from
Hashem, feeling that from head to toe nothing is whole in him,
not Torah or yirah, neither midos tovos nor mitzvos, for his
whole life is just emptiness and air — simply standing this way
before Hashem is the greatest plea there is. Nothing more is
needed, as it says:

Like the eyes of servants are raised to the hand of
their masters, like the eyes of a maidservant are
raised to the hand of her mistress, so are our eyes
raised to Hashem, our G-d, until He shows us grace.”

All you have to do is raise your eyes. As it says at the begin-
ning of the same chapter of Tehillim:

1 raise my eyes to You Who dwells in teaven.

f}‘\\JWhen a person raises his eyes to Heaven in complete hu-
mility, with heartfelt feeling that he has only what Hashem
graciously bestows, this is the most powerful plea.

All of a person’s requests should be made in the way of
anavah . So rules the Shulchan Aruch:

_A person should pray in a begging way, like a pau-
per asking at the door.%
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WAL This is especially significant at the time of tefillah. The
whole nature of prayer is to recognize that every matter in the
orld depends completely on Hashem alone. There is noth-
«ing besides His will. We plead to Him for an increased shefa
of blessing; and we preface it by reciting His praise, in order
to establish in our hearts the truth of His greatness and unity.

But when a person feels that he also has something on his own, |

<his contradicts the whole nature of standing in prayer. The
oint is self-evident.

A prayer’s power is measured according to its anaval. It
seems that this is the main virtue of tefillah offered in a time
©f trouble, so highly praised by Chazal. A person then forgets
-his pride and humbles himself when he sees his incapability of

saving himself,

eince humility and submission before Hashem are the very
form and beauty of tefillah, Chazal therefore instituted differ-

o ent bowings in tefillah for each person according to his sta-
tus, as per his personal need to recognize how very small and
non-existent he is as regards HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Chazal

Bowing before Hashem ;x;r;zs;e; that a person drops down

ji( completely from his own existence. His whole being is pros-

Jtrate and nullified all the way to the ground. If a person thinks

this way as he bows, he will find it a truly meaningful form of

Jeflection that will bring his heart to great yirah.

~_ It is such a pity that the awesome act of bowing is often
performed, like many other acts, in a rote manner lacking feel-
ing for the true meaning of prostrating oneself and the terrific
power it carries. Attaining this feeling takes a lot of reflection
and hard work. It is like other true attainments and virtues:

{ they are not acquired without the requisite effort. In any case, }

each person should do as much as he can to perfect himself in
the trait of anavah, as it is absolutely essential for tefillah. It is
prayer’s prerequisite and most indispensible condition.



